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way, and in desperation the cardinalate chose Peter Morrone,
a poor peasant who had become a priest but had never held
any office of authority in the Church.
Peter Morrone was now an old man. He had withdrawn
from the world and wished only to be left in peace to end
his days as the leader of a small flock of devoted disciples,
by whom he was regarded as a saint. The cardinals, how-
ever, had selected him for the highest honour of the Church,
and they insisted that the old hermit should wear the tiara.
God, they claimed, had called him to be the successor of
St. Peter, and he dare not reject the divine command. Peter's
pleas were brushed aside, and he was almost forcibly taken
from his cave in a mountain fastness and inducted as Pope
Celestine V at Naples. He proved utterly incapable. His
wits were wandering, he was confused and bewildered, and
he had neither the inclination nor the talent to fit himself
for the leadership of the Church. Charles, King of Naples
—son of Charles of Anjou—dominated the new Pope, and,
at his request, Celestine, more than doubled the number of
cardinals. Of the thirteen new cardinals appointed by
Celestine, seven were Frenchmen and three Neapolitans.
The conclave of cardinals had chosen Celestine because
they could not agree on the candidate of the Colonna or of
the Orsini, and it was early evident that a worse choice could
hardly have been made. A number of the dissatisfied
cardinals therefore decided that Celestine must surrender the
place to which he had been called. They represented to him
that he endangered his immortal soul by mingling with the
world, and that his inability to fulfil the functions of the
pontiff was so apparent that he would be guilty of a great
sin if he did not resign. The most unscrupulous of the
cardinals, Benedetto Gaetini, wanted the tiara for himself,
and he began a campaign of persecution against the gentle
Celestine. It is said, not very credibly, that Gaetini had a
hole made secretly in the wall of the Pope's chamber and

